Prepare for A Level English Language
Welcome to A Level English Language!
Over the next two years, you'll explore how language shapes our identities, relationships, culture and society. You'll investigate everything from accents and dialects to language and gender, children's language development, social media communication and language change over time.
Before lessons begin, we'd like you to spend a little time exploring some of the resources below. There is no expectation that you complete everything—the aim is simply to spark your curiosity and enthusiasm for the subject. 
A Level English Language Department
"Language is endlessly surprising. Start noticing it everywhere." – David Crystal

1. Watch: Language in the Real World
The Adventure of English (BBC)
A fascinating documentary series exploring how English developed into a global language.
 Search: The Adventure of English BBC episodes
Accents of English
Explore the incredible diversity of English accents across the UK and beyond.
 YouTube Search: Accents of English documentary
TED Talks
Choose one or two talks that interest you:
· "What our language habits reveal" – Steven Pinker
· "How language shapes the way we think" – Lera Boroditsky
· "Txting is killing language. JK!!!" – John McWhorter
2. Browse: Websites
British Library – Evolving English
Explore accents, dialects and language change.
🌐 https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/evolving-english
The Linguistics Research Digest
Short articles summarising current language research.
🌐 https://linguistics-research-digest.blogspot.com
The Conversation
Search for articles about language, communication and linguistics.
🌐 https://theconversation.com/uk

3. Pre-Reading
Read ONE of the following before September:
Accessible and Enjoyable
· Wordslut – Amanda Montell
· You Are What You Speak – Robert Lane Greene
· Mother Tongue – Bill Bryson
If You're Feeling Ambitious
· The Language Instinct – Steven Pinker
· The Stories of English – David Crystal
· Making Sense: The Glamorous Story of English Grammar – David Crystal

4. Mini Language Investigation
Choose ONE of the following:
Option A: Language and social media
Take screenshots of 5–10 examples of language used on social media (TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, X etc.).
Consider:
· Why has the writer used this language?
· What features make it informal?
· How does it help create identity?
Option B: Accents and Dialects
Interview a family member or friend about their accent.
Find out:
· Where they grew up
· Words or phrases unique to their area
· Whether they have ever changed their speech in different situations
Option C: Language Change
Find five words or phrases that have entered common usage in the last five years.
Consider:
· Where they came from
· Why they became popular.
· Whether they are likely to remain in use

5. Challenge Task
Keep a Language Log for one week.
Record anything interesting you notice about language:
· New words
· Slang
· Advertisements
· Social media posts
· Conversations
· Dialect features
· Political slogans
· Language used by influencers.
Bring your observations to your first lesson.

Questions to Think About
There are no right or wrong answers.
· Why do people speak differently in different situations?
· Is Standard English "better" than other varieties?
· Is social media changing language for the better or worse?
· Should dictionaries decide what counts as a real word?
· Why do accents matter?
We look forward to meeting you and beginning your journey into the fascinating world of language!
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