A-Level Government and Politics
Getting ready for September


Welcome to AQA A-level Government and Politics course. In this course, we are going to look at issues of power, democracy, political parties and a lot more political action in two countries- UK and USA.  What is Andy Burham planning as Britain’s most likely next prime minister? What might President Trump do next as commander-in-chief of US army? Questions like these are discussed, debated and analysed in our lessons on a regular basis. To prepare you for what’s coming and ease you into this brand-new subject, we have prepared a transition pack. It contains links to videos, podcasts and writing tasks- all that will get you ready to be a Poly Politician!
Task A
Create a daily news blog: 
Find a political news story on websites or official TikTok/X channels of BBC, CNN, Guardian, based on UK or US politics. 
Record:
· What happened?
· Who is involved?
· How does it link up with A level politics. 
Tip:  The topic heading below will help you categorise your news.
Paper 1 – UK Politics & Government
· Democracy & Participation
· Elections & Referendums
· Political Parties
· Pressure Groups
· Constitution
· Parliament
· Prime Minister & Executive
Paper 2 – US Politics & Government
· US Constitution
· Congress
· Presidency
· Supreme Court
· Democracy & Participation

Task B
Pick up any two terms each from UK and US and try writing what they mean in your own words. 
Paper 1 UK Politics:
Royal prerogative
House of Lords
Referendum
Party Manifesto
Paper 2 US Politics:
Bill of Rights
Judicial Review
Federalism
Presidential Veto

Resources Recommendation:
Podcasts:
Rest is politics: https://www.youtube.com/@RestIsPolitics
BBC Newscast- https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/p05299nl
News Websites:
BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics
The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/politics
Sky News Politics Hub: https://news.sky.com/politics
CNN/ New York Times: Breaking News, Latest News and Videos | CNN
Movies/ Documentaries/ Web Series:
Brexit: A Very British Civil War (BBC iplayer)
BBC Question Time ( BBC iplayer)
Hidden Figures: Disney Plus
Green Book: Netflix

