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P R O S P E C T U S



Welcome to  the  Po ly  S ix th  Form prospectus .
Our  V is ion  i s  “Success  for  Everyone”  and th is
means  that  we are  h igh ly  inc lus ive  and p lace
the  needs  o f  our  s tudents  and the i r
communi ty  a t  the  hear t  o f  our  work .  A l l  that
we do i s  dr i ven  by  two va lues  –  Care  and
Uni ty .  By  Care ,  we  mean that  we show a  leve l
o f  cons iderat ion  and commitment  to  each-
and-every  s tudent  that  we  be l ieve  i s
unmatched.  Th is  means  that  each  s tudent  i s
seen as  an  ind iv idua l  and t reated  w i th  the
care  that  they  need to  ach ieve  great  th ings .
Un i ty  means  that  we a lways  work  together  –
wi th  our  schoo ls ,  w i th  our  communi ty  and
wi th  our  w ider  par tners  –  to  ensure  that  we
are  de l i ver ing  the  best  s t ra teg ies  to  create
success  for  everyone .

The  Po ly  S ix th  Form has  a  t rack  record  o f
impress ive  exam resu l ts  and impress ive
leve ls  o f  pastora l  care  and we ensure  that
the  env i ronment  for  learn ing  i s  a lways  one
which  i s  sa fe ,  pos i t i ve  and en joyab le .  We
work  very  hard  to  create  s t rong  re la t ionsh ips
wi th in  our  organ isat ion  and we we lcome
strong  parenta l  invo lvement .  We know that
our  s tudents  w i l l  on ly  ach ieve  the i r  best  i f
they  are  sa fe  and happy .

I  do  hope that  you f ind  th is  prospectus
exc i t ing  and that  i t  persuades  you to  come
and v i s i t  us  to  see  what  makes  us  spec ia l .  I
am conf ident  that  you w i l l  not  be
d isappointed !

W H Y
C H O O S E
W O O L W I C H
P O L Y ?

POLYMAT OPERATES TWO VERY SUCCESSFUL SCHOOLS IN
THAMESMEAD – WOOLWICH POLYTECHNIC SCHOOL FOR BOYS
AND WOOLWICH POLYTECHNIC SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 

F R O M  T H E  C E O  O F  P O L Y M A T
W E L C O M E  

M R  T  P L U M B



B E C O M I N G
P A R T  O F  T H E
P O L Y  F A M I L Y

We are  a  very  spec ia l  S ix th  Form that  a ims  to
serve  the  communi ty ,  improve  opportun i ty  for
our  communi ty  and a lso  re f lec t  our
communi ty  through our  d iverse  and ambi t ious
curr icu lum,  as  we l l  as  through our  d iverse
sta f f  and s tudent  bod ies .  We hope that  you ,
too ,  fee l  that  spec ia lness  when you v i s i t  us ;  a
spec ia lness  that  encompasses  care  and
compass ion ,  a  genu ine  de l ight  in  young adu l ts ’
contr ibut ions  and a  dr i ve  towards  “success  for
everyone” .

We have  a  long  and proud h is tory ,  hav ing
educated loca l  s tudents  for  over  100 years :
we have  been a  techn ica l  schoo l ;  reported  as
the  most  improved boy ’ s  schoo l  in  the
country ;  a  communi ty  schoo l  and now an
academy;  a  s ing le  schoo l  and now the
founding  ‘brother ’  to  our  s i s ter  schoo l ,
Woolw ich  Po ly techn ic  Schoo l  for  G i r l s .  We
have  year -on-year  exam resu l ts  a t  A  Leve l  and
BTEC that  make  us ,  our  s tudents  and the i r
fami l ies  r ight l y  proud.  Yet  our  re lent less  focus
is  upon the  futures  o f  our  current  s tudents  as
we counse l  them through the i r  educat iona l
careers  to  be  the  most  success fu l  vers ion  o f
themse lves .  Th is  i s  ev ident  in  year -on-year
increases  in  s tudents  access ing  courses  a t
Oxbr idge ,  in  medic ine  and at  prest ig ious
Russe l l  Group un ivers i t ies ,  as  we l l  as  h igh-end
apprent icesh ips  in  f inance .  

To  support  your  son or  daughter  through the i r
S ix th  Form educat ion ,  we  have  f i rm
foundat ions  in  exemplary  pastora l  care  and
expert  teach ing .  Sa feguard ing  our  s tudents  i s
the  abso lute  pr ior i t y  that  in forms the
behav iours  we demonstrate  in  the  s ta f f  and
student  bod ies .  Our  pastora l  care  and
persona l  deve lopment  programme are
student -centred ,  empathet ic  to  ind iv idua l
young adu l ts ’  needs ,  recogn is ing  the i r
cha l lenges  and ass is t ing  w i th  overcoming
them ass is t ing  our  s tudents  in  becoming
independent ly  minded ,  se l f - susta in ing
ambassadors  o f  our  S ix th  Form motto ,
“ tomorrow ’s  leaders ” .

We care ;  we  l i s ten ;  we  understand context  and
we act i ve ly  bu i ld  mean ingfu l  re la t ionsh ips  w i th
every  s tudent ,  someth ing  that  I  have  no  doubt
our  current  s ix th  formers  would  report  shou ld
you w ish  to  v i s i t  our  open even ing .  

Our  teach ing  i s  equa l l y  s tudent -centred ,
o f fer ing  support  and cha l lenge  as  requ i red  to
ensure  that  a l l  our  s tudents  ach ieve  the  grades
they  need to  pursue  the  courses  and careers
they  asp i re  to  w i th  conf idence .  Our  ambi t ious
and academica l l y  r i ch  curr i cu lum of fer  i s
des igned to  s t imulate  a  cu l ture  o f  cur ios i t y  and
quest ion ing  so  that  a l l  our  s tudents  leave  us  as
we l l - rounded ,  car ing  members  o f  the
communi ty ,  ready  to  nav igate  the  adu l t  wor ld
sa fe ly ,  c r i t i ca l l y  and knowledgeab ly ,  whether
that  be  the  wor ld  o f  work  or  h igher  educat ion .

We a lso  recogn ise  that  s tudent  deve lopment  i s
enhanced through p leasure ,  and we therefore
cater  for  the i r  persona l  in terests  w i th  an
extens ive  enr ichment  programme,  inc lud ing
wel lbe ing  days ,  year  12  work  exper ience ,
curr i cu lum and un ivers i t y  t r ips  and a  var ie ty  o f
c lubs .  There  are  a lways  opportun i t ies  for  your
son or  daughter  to  have  the i r  vo ice  heard ,
whether  through the  Student  Counc i l  or  more
in formal  feedback  to  tutors ,  teachers  and head
of  year  or  our  ded icated  s tudent  vo ice  co-
ord inator .

I  am conf ident  that  you w i l l  have  made the
r ight  cho ice  for  your  son or  daughter  by
pr iv i leg ing  us  w i th  the i r  care ,  educat ion  and
persona l  deve lopment .

M R  T  L A W R E N C E

W E L C O M E  
F R O M  T H E  H E A D  O F  S C H O O L



We are  de l ighted  that  you are  cons ider ing
our  S ix th  Form at  Woolw ich  Po ly .  We are
happy  to  announce  our  p lans  for  a        
brand-new bu i ld ing  in  2024 ,  w i th  the  p lan  to
expand our  in take  for  the  loca l  communi ty
that  we serve ,  as  the  on ly  loca l  Outs tand ing
6th  Form in  Thamesmead.  We look  forward
to  the  energy  and enthus iasm you w i l l  add to
our  a l ready  thr i v ing  communi ty .

Everyone i s  new to  Year  12 ;  whether  jo in ing
the  S ix th  Form f rom Woolw ich  Po ly  Boys ,
G i r l s ,  or  f rom another  schoo l ,  we  o f fer  you a
da i l y  inv i ta t ion  to  jo in  in ,  work  hard  and
en joy  a  fas t -paced ,  yet  support i ve ,
env i ronment  des igned for  deve lop ing
“Tomorrow ’s  Leaders ”  (Our  S ix th  Form
motto ) .  Once  you s tep  through those  doors ,
i t  i s  a  brand-new and exc i t ing  s tar t  for  a l l .

As  a  Woolw ich  Po ly  S ix th  Former ,  you  w i l l  be
encouraged to  hone and deve lop  your
ta lents  and d iscover  new in terests ,  as  we l l
as  do ing  the  th ings  you a l ready  know you
love .  We can  prov ide  an  a tmosphere  in
which  you can  do th is ,  and which  fosters  a
deve lop ing  sense  o f  autonomy and
independence ,  both  academica l l y  and
soc ia l l y .  Our  approach i s  a  ho l i s t i c  one ,
dr i ven  by  the  foster ing  o f  s t rong  s tudent -
teacher  re la t ionsh ips ,  rooted in  t rust  and
respect .  We expect  profess iona l i sm f rom a l l
members  o f  our  communi ty ,  but  our
un iqueness  i s  a l so  the  las t ing  connect ions
we share  w i th  our  ever -growing ,  success fu l
s tudent  body  and a lumni .  Our  s tudents  are
at  the  centre  o f  a l l  that  we  do .

W E L C O M E  T O  W O O L W I C H
P O L Y T E C H N I C  S I X T H  F O R M  A N D
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  T A K I N G  T H E  T I M E
T O  E X P R E S S  Y O U R  I N T E R E S T  I N  U S .

TOMORROW'S LEADERS

S I X T H  F O R M

W E L C O M E  F R O M
M S  H  E L L I O T T

H E A D  O F

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  P O L Y  F A M I L Y

Whi ls t  work ing  among l i ke -minded people ,
you can  en joy  lessons  spec i f i ca l l y  des igned
for  s tudents  who share  a  pos i t i ve  a t t i tude
l i ke  your  own,  w i th  teachers  who w i l l  support
you to  fu l f i l  your  academic  potent ia l .  Beyond
the  c lassroom we hope that  you w i l l  take  on
one o f  the  many  opportun i t ies  o f  formal  and
in formal  leadersh ip  ro les  as  we l l  as
enr ichment  and t r ips  opportun i t ies .  When
the  t ime comes to  look  a t  l i fe  beyond the
Po ly ,  our  h igh ly  exper ienced team is  on  hand
to  o f fer  adv ice  about  every  s tage  o f  the
un ivers i t y  and apprent icesh ip  app l i ca t ion
process  as  we l l  as  other  career
opportun i t ies .  

Woolw ich  Po ly  S ix th  Form is  a  communi ty
bu i l t  on  care  and un i ty ,  led  by  a  team who
have  worked at  the  schoo l  for  we l l  over  a
decade .  A t  Woolw ich  Po ly ,  we  do care  and
th is  w i l l  be  shown in  the  conversat ions  you
share  w i th  our  s ta f f  and s tudents  a t  our
Open Even ing .  

   



Woolwich Poly Sixth Form students fol low a two-year
programme of study,  choosing from a broad range of 27 A-
level  or Vocational  qual i f icat ions.  Al l  the courses that we
offer are graded as ‘Level  3 ’  qual i f icat ions by Ofqual ,  which
means they are al l  of  equal diff iculty and accepted equal ly
by the majority of  universit ies,  apprenticeships and
employment opportunit ies.

Students have the choice of select ing a combination of
three A-levels,  which tend to be more heavi ly exam-based
in their  assessment,  and/or vocational  qual i f icat ions such
as BTEC or Technical  level  qual i f icat ions,  which have a
greater proportion of coursework as part of  their
assessment.  Some students may wish to del iberately select
a greater number of ‘ faci l i tat ing subjects ’  as their  choices;
these are A-level  courses that have been specif ical ly
recommended by some top universit ies and include Engl ish
Literature,  Mathematics,  Biology,  Chemistry,  Physics,
History and Geography.

Al l  of  our subjects are del ivered by our expert special ist
teachers,  over seven 50-minute periods a week.  Our core
aim is to support and secure aspirational  levels of
achievement for every student.  We are dedicated to
offering an environment that is  conducive to the very best
learning and attainment.  Our goal  is  to prepare students
for the next stage of their  learning,  be that university,
apprenticeships,  or employment.

Students are guided through their  choices at their  interview
and wil l  fol low a personal ised programme which best suits
their  abi l i ty and ambit ions.  Acceptance onto the chosen
courses wil l  be dependent on meeting the entry
requirements.  The standard entry requirements for our
Sixth Form are a minimum of 5 GCSEs,  grade 9 to 5,  with at
least a grade 5 in Engl ish and Maths.  Please note that many
A level  subjects wi l l  require a grade 6 or above in Engl ish
and/or Maths.  Please check the individual  subject
requirements careful ly.

For the full ,  
detailed 
curriculum offer 
visit  our website:
www.polysixthform.co.uk

YOUR CHOICES

T H E  C U R R I C U L U M



SUBJECT ENGLISH MATHS SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS (MINIMUM)

Applied Science BTEC 5 5 GCSE Science Grades 5/5

Art & Design A-Level 5 5 GCSE Art Grade 6

Biology* A-Level 6 6 GCSE Biology Grade 6 or Additional Science Grad 6 in Biology Exam Unit

Business A-Level 6 6 GCSE Business Grade 6 will be an advantage

Business (Single & Double) BTEC 6 6 GCSE Business Grade 5 will be an advantage

Chemistry* A-Level 6 6
GCSE Chemistry Grade 6 or Additional Science Grade 6 in Chemistry
Exam Unit

Computer Science A-Level 6 6 GCSE Computing Grade 6

Drama A-Level 6 6 GCSE Drama Grade 5 will be an advantage

Economics A-Level 6 6

English Language A-Level 6 5 GCSE English Language Grade 6

English Literature A-Level 6 5 GCSE English Language and English Literature Grades 6/6

Extended Project AS-Level 6 5

Film Studies A-Level 5 5

Forensic and Criminal
Investigation

BTEC 5 5 GCSE Science Grades 5/5; Note - Must be combined with Applied Science

Further Maths A-Level 5 8 GCSE Maths Grade 8; Note - Must be combined with Maths

Geography A-Level 6 6 GCSE Geography Grade 6

Government and Politics A-Level 6 5 GCSE Humanities (any) Grade 6 is required

History A-Level 6 5 GCSE History Grade 6

ICT CTEC 5 5 GCSE or ICT Qualification Grade 6 will be an advantage

Marketing BTEC 5 5

Mathematics A-Level 5 7 GCSE Maths Grade 7

Photography A-Level 5 5 GCSE Art Grade 5 will be an advantage

Physics* A-Level 6 6 GCSE Physics Grade 6 or Additional Science Grade 6 in Physics Exam Unit

Product Design (DT) A-Level 6 6 GCSE DT Grade 6

Psychology A-Level 6 6 GCSE Science Grades 6/6

Sociology A-Level 6 5 GCSE Humanities (any) Grade 6 is required

Sport and Physical Activity CTEC 5 5

C O U R S E  G U I D A N C E
G R A D E S  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4
All  students need to have at least 5 GCSEs at 9 to 5 including Engl ish AND Maths at Grade 5.

These show typical  minimal grades for students studying these courses.  Entry requirements for subjects
with an asterisk (*)  are subject to change. During your enrolment interview you wil l  receive one to one
support to ensure you are on the best combination of courses.  I f  there are any extenuating circumstances
consideration wil l  be given on a case-by-case basis.



A P P L I C A T I O N
F O R  S I X T H  F O R M  
 
S ix th  Form Appl i ca t ions  open –  Thursday  9th  November  2023 at  9am
Six th  Form Appl i ca t ions  c lose  –  Fr iday  19th  January  2024 at  4pm

Interv iews  w i l l  be  scheduled  for  February  and March  2024 .

App l i ca t ions  rece ived  a f ter  the  dead l ine  may  not  rece ive  an  inv i ta t ion  for  in terv iew or
an  o f fer .

"Teachers pay c lose attent ion to indiv idual  s tudents '
progress .  Teachers '  subject  knowledge is  a strength across
al l  subjects .  Students  make outstanding progress ."

OFSTED, 2019



PN

Joshua -  Head Boy
Woolwich Poly is  a place where you are genuinely cared for and are given the freedom to
become the best version of  yoursel f .  As a student that has been at  the Poly s ince year 7,  I  can
honest ly  say that there is  nothing this school  hasn’t  done to help me accompl ish my goals
and reach my success.  The teaching team here genuinely care about you and your success.
This support and care cannot be found anywhere else:  i t ’s  i rreplaceable.  My school  career,
unl ike others,  has def initely  had i ts  ups and downs,  but a l l  a long my journey,  I  have had the
right support ,  just  when I  needed i t .  My experience was so posit ive that I  a lso decided to
remain here for Sixth Form. The Poly wi l l  care about you just  l ike i t  has cared about me. This
care,  this  community ,  is  unique and I  wi l l  say again:  i t  s imply cannot be found elsewhere.    

Helen -  Head Girl
I  may not have enrol led in Year 7 or been a part  of  Woolwich Poly as long as some of  my
peers,  however I  feel  l ike i t ’s  been forever s ince I  jo ined our community .  My Sixth Form
journey has been anything but easy and there have been countless obstacles,  yet  the very
hardworking and passionate staff  have never let  me fal l  behind.  Their  support is  endless,
contr ibut ing great ly  to my academic success at  this  school .  I  have seen f irst-hand that this  is
more than just  an inst i tute of  higher learning but an invaluable opportunity to develop social
and l i fe ski l ls ,  a iding you in a smooth transit ion to post-18,  making sure you’re ready for l i fe
beyond the Poly .  On my f irst  day,  I  d idn’t  know anyone and was terr i f ied by the prospect of
having to start  from scratch,  a lso knowing I ’d be a minority  as a g ir l  in an al l -boys school .
Today,  just  one year later ,  standing beside me are l i fe long fr iends that I  am proud to cal l
fami ly ,  a  team of dedicated teachers pushing me to my l imits and enough memories to last  a
l i fet ime.   

Samad -  Head Boy
I t  is  astonishing to me that my seven-year journey at  Woolwich Poly is  in i ts  f inal  stages…and
what a journey i t  has been.  Woolwich Poly is  the place where I  have met some of  the most
bri l l iant and diverse people,  many of  which I  can proudly cal l  my family .  Poly isn ’ t  just  a social
hub,  but a lso a sanctuary for higher learning.  I  can wholeheartedly say that I  have been
chal lenged and motivated by the teachers-people who have played a major role in shaping
who I  am as a person.  Woolwich Poly teachers are some of  the most ambit ious teachers I
have ever seen:  a lways wi l l ing to go the extra mi le to provide whatever support we may need,
whether that is  academic or pastoral .  But what truly  dist inguishes Poly from other schools is
i ts  outstanding commitment to providing students with invaluable work experience and
programs outside of  the c lassroom. The opportunit ies provided by the school ’s  work with
Career Ready,  the Access Project ,  and Berenburg have been invaluable.  These programs not
only offer internships but a lso provide mentors in our chosen career f ie lds.  These
opportunit ies open doors for us and help br idge the gap between educat ion and our
professional  l i fe .   
 

Charline -  Head Girl
I t ’s  safe to say I  never thought my experience at  Woolwich Poly would be as inspirat ional  as i t
has been.  Coming from an al l -g ir ls  secondary school  to a co-ed Sixth Form was one of  the
hardest decis ions I 've ever had to make.  I t  would be dishonest to say i t  was easy but the
community here at  Poly was so inclusive from day one,  I  fe l t  an immediate sense of
belonging.  Social  l i fe aside,  the educat ion here is  unmatched.  A- levels are by far the hardest
we have ever been tested academical ly  but the support system in place here ensures you
never feel  a lone in any of  your struggles.  From the Sixth Form team to the reception staff ,
teachers are here for you.  Al l  of  this  has bui l t  me up to the young woman I  a lways hoped I
would become; this  wouldn’t  have been possible without Woolwich Poly .  I  wi l l  forever be
thankful  for how this school  has introduced me into the real  world through an array of
opportunit ies ,  from programs and events to mentorships.  Poly has opened so many doors for
me that I  can honest ly  say I  wouldn’t  have been opened anywhere else.   
I f  great educat ion,  outstanding support ,  and a loving community is  what you want ,  Poly is  the
place.   
  
 

‘ T O M O R R O W ’ S  L E A D E R S ’
M E E T  O U R  H E A D  B O Y S  A N D  G I R L S



PN

S A F E  A M B A S S A D O R
P R O G R A M M E

We have been working with The Safe School  Ambassadors® Programme, or ig inal ly  del ivered by Imago,
which harnesses the power of  students to prevent and stop bul ly ing and mistreatment as wel l  as
nurture mental  health.

The Safe Ambassadors received two ful l  days of  training with a trained professional .  They looked at
var ious factors that affect  wel l -being and mental  health and ways of  helping their  peers.

Our Ambassadors are always supported by a member of  staff  and are aware that they must share any
important information that fe l low pupi ls  may share with them.

This programme creates a safe space for a l l  students,  part icular ly  those in the lower years,  who
maybe struggl ing with home or school .  We open a safe space,  in the CLS,  on a Tuesday ’s  lunch which
gives our students the opportunity to come along and talk to our Safe Ambassadors.  Our Safe
Ambassadors also take part  in the lower school  assembly to make themselves known to the lower
school .

Our ambassadors work very hard to make sure that every student in the school  knows they have a
place they belong in our school  community .

Students can report  any incidents or concerns anonymously to:  safe6th@woolwichpolyboys.co.uk.

Students also have the opportunity to join the LGBTQ+ society and there are trusted members of  staff
that are trained to support students who identi fy  as LGBTQ+. Counsel l ing is  a lso avai lable through
our designated 6th form counsel lor .



T R A N S I T I O N :
T A K I N G  Y O U R
S I X T H  F O R M  S T E P

The academic  leap  f rom GCSEs  to  A-Leve ls  can  be  cha l leng ing  for  s tudents .  In  order  to  ensure  a
smooth  t rans i t ion  f rom Year  11  in to  Year  12 ,  we  o f fer  a  number  o f  opportun i t ies  to  ass is t  w i th  th is
s tep .   

A l l  app l i cants  w i l l  be  in terv iewed for  our  oversubscr ibed S ix th  Form.  Appropr ia te  courses  and
career  asp i ra t ions  are  d iscussed dur ing  the  in terv iews  w i th  exper ienced s ta f f .  Dur ing  the  summer
term,  a l l  s tudents  who have  been accepted in to  our  S ix th  Form wi l l  be  expected to  par t i c ipate  in
our  popular  Spr ingboard  Trans i t ion  School .   

Th is  i s  where  we beg in  our  Leve l  3  teach ing  over  a  one-week  per iod  towards  the  end of  the  summer
term.  A l l  o f  th is  ensures  that  s tudents  make in formed cho ices  when se lect ing  the i r  Leve l  3  courses .   

We a lso  have  an  exc i t ing  induct ion  programme at  the  s tar t  o f  the  year  wh ich  inc ludes  v i s i t s  f rom
both  our  par tnersh ip  un ivers i t ies ,  Newcast le  and Exeter ,  speakers  f rom mul t ip le  profess iona l
backgrounds ,  and a  team-bu i ld ing  day  to  a l low s tudents  to  get  to  know each other  as  we l l  as  the i r
form tutors .

S tepp ing  up f rom Year  12  to  Year  13  i s  a l so  very  important .  We of fer  a  whole  week  o f  “Beyond the
Po ly ”  ac t i v i t ies ,  wh ich  i s  ded icated  to  fur ther  deve lop ing  s tudents ’  work ,  l i fe  and s tudy  sk i l l s ,  as  we l l
as  prepar ing  s tudents  for  the  UCAS app l i ca t ion  process .   

For  further  advice  on choosing your  subjects  in  S ixth Form please v is it  our  website
www.polysixthform.co.uk 

http://www.woolwichpoly.co.uk/


One of  the  many  benef i t s  o f  s tudy ing  a t  the
Po ly  i s  the  huge  network  o f  communi ty
contacts  and extra -curr i cu lar  ac t i v i t ies .  We
want  our  s tudents  to  be  leaders  in  the
communi ty .  Th is  means  s tudents  need to  be
conf ident  and as  ‘wor ld  aware ’  as  poss ib le .
Our  ext ra -curr i cu lar  programme covers  a
myr iad  o f  ac t i v i t ies ,  inc lud ing  sports ,  s tudent
ambassadors ,  as  we l l  as  un ivers i t y  v i s i t s  and
guest  speakers  f rom the  academic  and
bus iness  wor lds .  We a lso  o f fer  enr ichment
t r ips  every  ha l f  term to  broaden the
exper iences  o f  our  s tudents .  

In  2020 we added the  Career  Ready
programme to  our  o f fer ing  a t  Woolw ich  Po ly
S ix th  form.  Career  Ready  i s  a  complete  360-
degree  opportun i ty  in  preparat ion  for  the
wor ld  o f  work ,  inc lud ing  one- to-one
mentor ing ,  sk i l l s  masterc lasses ,  and
exper iences  o f  work .  Each  ind iv idua l  career
ready  p lan  i s  mapped to  spec i f i c  learn ing
outcomes ,  enab l ing  our  young people  to
deve lop  the  sk i l l s ,  conf idence ,  and asp i ra t ions
needed for  fu ture  career  success .  

Th is  year  we have  a lso  begun work ing  w i th
The Safe  Schoo l  Ambassadors® Program (SSA)
which  harnesses  the  power  o f  s tudents  to
prevent  and s top bu l l y ing  and mis t reatment
as  we l l  as  nur ture  menta l  hea l th .   

P A S T O R A L  C A R E

We have  been recogn ised through Ofs ted  and other  outs ide  agenc ies  as  hav ing  an  outs tand ing
pastora l  sys tem.  We be l ieve  that  every  s tudent  mat ters  and that  every  conversat ion  i s
important .  H igh  qua l i t y  re la t ionsh ips  and h igh-qua l i t y  in teract ions  w i th  s tudents  are  the
ha l lmark  o f  our  work  a t  the  Po ly .   

Our  h igh ly  exper ienced S ix th  Form Heads  o f  Year  and tutor  team take  the  s tudents  through
the i r  two years  o f  Post  16  educat ion ,  de l i ver ing  a  one- to-one mentor ing  programme to  support
academic  s tud ies ,  prov id ing  gu idance  for  a  success fu l  fu ture  and enhanc ing  the  fami l y  e thos
of  our  S ix th  Form.

E X T R A - C U R R I C U L A R
A C T I V I T I E S :  
A B O V E  A N D  B E Y O N D  T H E
C L A S S R O O M  

DEVELOPING TOMORROW’S  LEADERS

"Leadership and management in
the s ixth form are outstanding
with real  ambit ion and care for
al l  s tudents ."

OFSTED, 2019



Our  asp i ra t ion  for  our  s tudents  i s  to  a t tend an  outs tand ing
un ivers i t y  or  secure  an  apprent icesh ip  w i th  a  prest ig ious
f i rm.  Th is  asp i ra t ion  has  led  a  number  o f  our  a lumni  in to
success fu l  careers  in  mul t ip le  vocat ions ,  many  o f  whom
return  to  speak  in  assembl ies  o f  the i r  journeys  beyond the
Po ly .  For  the  las t  f i ve  years ,  30% of  our  s tudents ,  on  average ,
have  a t tended a  Russe l l  Group un ivers i t y  to  s tudy  such
courses  as  Medic ine ,  Chemica l  Eng ineer ing ,  Mathemat ics  and
stat i s t i ca l  Sc ience ,  Theoret ica l  Phys ics ,  Law and Eng l i sh
L i terature  to  name but  a  few.  We have  an  extended school
support  sys tem for  admiss ion  tes ts  and in terv iews  for
Oxbr idge  and other  top  un ivers i t ies .  Th is  a l so  inc ludes  a  f ree
tu i t ion  package  for  the  UCAT that  takes  p lace  between the
summer  o f  Year  12  and Year  13 ,  as  we l l  as  the  BMAT.  

B E Y O N D  T H E  P O L Y :
P A T H W A Y S  T O  S U C C E S S  

Our purpose:
The core  purpose  o f  the  Scho lars  Programme at  KS5  i s  to
nurture  potent ia l  in  our  academica l l y  g i f ted  s tudents .  We
want  to  enab le  our  chosen scho lars  to  advance  and embrace
the i r  ta lents  in  the  company  o f  teachers ,  s tudents  and
inv i ted  guests ,  who share  the i r  pass ion  and ambi t ion .  We
a lso  seek  to  fu l l y  prepare  these  s tudents  for  pathways
towards  the  most  cha l leng ing  and reward ing  courses  a t  the
top un ivers i t ies  and most  sought -a f ter  apprent icesh ips .   

Support and nurture students with exceptional  academic gi f ts
Accelerate the pace of  learning for our gi f ted students
Foster extremely high expectat ions
Promote independence in thinking and learning
Add further breadth,  depth,  complexity  and enrichment through our super curr iculum
Ensure that students are conf ident and ful ly  prepared for early-entry university  appl icat ions and
interviews
Our l inks and programmes:

Our aims:

Etonx:  courses go beyond the curr iculum – Etonx helps students gain the ski l ls  they need to achieve
their  goals .  From cr i t ical  thinking to LNAT preparat ion,  this  onl ine platform is  free to al l  students on
the scholarship programme.

Cambridge Outreach:  this  l ink is  used to faci l i tate personal  statement support ,  ear ly  entry
submissions and entrance exam preparat ion.

Wycombe Abbey Outreach:  A world leader in g ir ls ’  boarding educat ion and a school  that has
outstanding results .  This outreach l ink supports our prospect ive medical  students and ensures that
each student has one-to-one interview preparat ion and entrance exam support .

S C H O L A R S
P R O G R A M M E



With the growing interest and increased numbers of opportunit ies in the
apprenticeship ecosystem, we bel ieve that this is  alternative to university is
becoming a more and more viable option for our young people.   

We provide tai lored career guidance with bespoke workshops and support
for each individual  student covering how to apply for jobs,  interview ski l ls
and real-world f inancial  l i teracy.   

We support our young people with regular webinars and bul let in emails with
new opportunit ies and f irms recruit ing for the roles that they are interested
in.  

Partnering with several  different mentoring schemes has al lowed our non-
university students to f lourish and secure some of the best apprenticeships
on offer.  We have successful ly helped secure roles for our young people on
higher and degree apprenticeships at f irms including KPMG, JP Morgan, Price
Waterhouse Coopers,  Barclays,  OFCOM, Bloomberg,  Kepler interactive & BCS.
The roles that our young people have undertaken cover project management,
IT and software development,  business administration,  engineering to name
but a few. 

As more and more f irms see the benefits of  hir ing an apprentice,  Poly is
uniquely placed to support those looking for a path,  outside of university,  to
secure the next step on the journey they take to their  chosen career.  

B E Y O N D  T H E  P O L Y : A P P R E N T I C E S H I P S  

Woolwich Polytechnic began working with The
Access Project  in 2018.  The Access Project  is  a
charity  that combines tuit ion and in-school
mentoring to support g i f ted students from
disadvantaged backgrounds to achieve the
highest possible grades and compete –
successful ly  – for a place on some of the most
competit ive university  courses in the country.

Students selected to join The Access Project 's  4
year programme from year 10 onwards are
paired with a volunteer tutor from a wide range
of professions to receive free 1:1 subject  tuit ion
for an hour a week throughout the year.  In
addit ion,  Access Project  students benef i t  from a
dedicated member of  The Access Project  team,
who works at  Woolwich Polytechnic School  for
Boys two days a week to offer expert  advice on
A-Level  choices,  university  appl icat ions and
academic development.  Access Project  students
attend regular workshops arranged around their
t imetable and enjoy v is i ts  from speakers and
outings to top universit ies.

In addit ion,  a l l  Access Project  students are given
exclusive access to work experience and super-
curr icular opportunit ies ,  as wel l  as a free
subscript ion to Uplearn and AITutor.Students
not chosen to be part  of  the Access Project 's
programme can st i l l  benef i t  from support with
appl icat ions,  admissions tests and interviews
through The Access Project 's  Medicine and
Oxbridge societ ies.

Across al l  the 35 schools current ly  working with
the Access Project ,  students on the programme
are more than twice as l ikely  to end up at  a top
university  than those of  s imi lar abi l i ty  who were
not on the programme. In a 2022 survey of
Access Project  students,  a lmost al l  part ic ipants
felt  that the init iat ive has helped them become
more conf ident (97%),  more independent (98%)
and more posit ive about their  future (95%).

For the students at  Woolwich Polytechnic School
for Boys,  those enrol led in the Access Project
typical ly  apply to and receive offers from at least
one top university  and eight out of  ten students
wi l l  meet the grades needed to secure a place at
one of  these select ive inst i tut ions.

T H E  A C C E S S
P R O J E C T  



There  i s  an  o ld  but  t rue  adage  that  says ,  ‘ You  dress  not  for  the  job  you have  today ,  but  for
the  job  you want  tomorrow. ’  Our  dress  code i s  smart  bus iness  a t t i re  for  a l l  s tudents .  Th is
re f lec ts  our  asp i ra t ions  for  our  s tudents  and the  success  that  they  have  a l ready  ach ieved
and for  the  s tand ing  our  s tudents  have  in  our  learn ing  communi ty .  The i r  s ta tus  as
ambassadors  and ro le  models  for  a l l  s tudents  a t  The  Po ly  i s  c ruc ia l  for  the  cont inu ing
success  that  our  S ix th  Form has  had ,  but  i t  i s  a l so  ind icat i ve  o f  the  success  that  our
s tudents  w i l l  have  in  the  future .  

T H E  D R E S S  C O D E :  
D R E S S  F O R  S U C C E S S  



C U L T U R E  C L A S H  
E V E N T  2 0 2 3  
CELEBRATING THE DIVERSITY OF OUR SIXTH FORM WITH PRIDE



E N R I C H M E N T  



Abubakar  -  Eng ineer ing  a t  Cambr idge  (A*A*A*A)
Sam -  Maths  a t  Bath  (A*A*AA)
Dar io  -  Eng ineer ing  a t  Ed inburgh (A*A*AA)
Mercy  -  Arch i tecture  a t  Leeds  (A*AB)
Yed id ia  -  Medic ine  a t  P lymouth  (ABC)
Ca l i s ta  –  Medic ine  a t  Southampton (BBB)
Andre i  -  Mechan ica l  Eng ineer ing  a t  Not t ingham (ABB)
Phare l l  -  Computer  Sc ience  a t  Warwick  (AAA)
Prapt i  –  G loba l  Susta inab le  Deve lopment  a t  Warwick  (A*AB)
Ca l lum -  Eng l i sh  and Drama at  Queen Mary ’ s  (A*A*B)
Neha -  Eng l i sh  L i terature  a t  K ings  (AAB)

I t  i s  w i th  t remendous  pr ide  that  Woolw ich  Po ly techn ic  S ix th  Form,  ra ted
‘Outs tand ing ’  by  Ofs ted ,  ce lebrates  the  success  o f  the  C lass  o f  2023 .

47% of  our  s tudents  rece ived A*  -  B  grades ,  w i th  a  s ign i f i cant  number
cont inu ing  the i r  academic  pathways  a t  Russe l l  Group un ivers i t ies ,
inc lud ing  Cambr idge ,  Ed inburgh ,  and Warwick  amongst  others .

Head of  Schoo l ,  Mr  Tom Lawrence  s ta tes ,  "Our  c lass  o f  2023 have  done
themse lves  proud and near ly  a l l  have  ach ieved the i r  f i r s t -p lace  o f fers
or  h igh-end apprent icesh ips ,  secur ing  an  average  grade that  matches
2019 and 2022.  We have  many  s tudents  aga in  go ing  to  i l lus t r ious
Russe l l  Group un ivers i t ies .  The  resu l ts  day  i t se l f  has  been a  great  day
of  r ight fu l  ce lebrat ion  for  s ta f f  and s tudents .  A l l  these  enormous
ach ievements  have  been made aga inst  a  backdrop of  s ign i f i cant l y
tougher  mark ing ,  par t i cu lar l y  a t  the  top  end. "

Th is  sent iment  i s  shared by  Mr  T im P lumb,  CEO of  Po lyMAT ,  "A f ter  such
hard  work  through cha l leng ing  t imes ,  i t  was  fantast i c  to  see  so  many
students  w i th  happy  faces ,  be ing  rewarded w i th  progress ion  to
un ivers i t y  and apprent icesh ips .  Th is  i s  why  we a l l  work  so  hard ,  to
change l i ves  and ensure  ‘Success  for  Everyone ’  that  w i l l  l as t  for  many
years  to  come. "  

Ms  Hannah E l l io t t ,  Head of  S ix th  Form,  comments :  “ I  am so  proud of  a l l
our  s tudents  here  a t  Woolw ich  Po ly .  Each  o f  them has  shown res i l ience
and determinat ion  in  the  face  o f  advers i t y .  Year  on  year ,  our  resu l ts
echo our  schoo l  e thos  o f  ‘ Tomorrow's  Leaders ’  demonstrat ing  the
dedicat ion  and commitment  o f  the  s tudents  themse lves ,  as  we l l  as  our
hardwork ing  s ta f f  and support i ve  w ider  communi ty .  We look  forward  to
see ing  the  future  successes  o f  our  s tudents  as  our  S ix th  Form expands
next  year  to  accommodate  Woolw ich  Po ly techn ic  Schoo l  for  G i r l s . ”  

R E S U L T S  2 0 2 3
A  L E V E L  
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